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The Jetferson River Canoe Trall

Sustaining Our Montana Traditions

The Jefferson River Canoe Trail is a conser-
vation and recreation project to establish a net-
work of multiPur ose Eac country camPsites on
Private and public lands along the entire length
of the Jefferson River. The Pilic will be able to
float into these sites for Primitive camPing along
the river. At each camp, as aPProPriate, there
will be oPPortunities for such activities as bird
watcl'iing, mushrooming hiking, and fishing.

The Jefferson River is rich with wilc”%e and
scenery, great ﬂoating oPPortunities, and an
essential stake in our nation’s l'iistory. Almost
all land a]ong the river is in Private hands and
cleveloPment is encroacl*iing evergwhere. Vet,
when you get into a canoe and exPerience the
river Frgom the viewpoint of Lewis and C[ar|<, you
discover how much the view-shed remains intact
from the river. Most existing cleve[oPment is
away from the river enough that you only expe-
rience the cottonwood ecolo along the river,
against a backclroP of unclevgcyjoPed mountains
in the distance.

with the addition of strategica”y chosen
backcountrg camPsites, floaters will be able to
take the Lewis and Clark exPerience from the
water to the lancl, by camPin and recreating in
remote sites where the land seems nearly un-~
cl'iangecl from 200 years ago.

Much of the scenery along the Jefferson River remains virtually
unchanged from the days of Lewis and Clark,

This kind of open space and open access
has been a critical part of the Montana tradi-
tion throughout our historg. PeoPle who have
lived here all their lives are accustomed to hikin
{ishing and I'iunting for miles and miles a!ong the
rivers and through the woods, across public and

rivate lands alike. But with increase migration
into the state and develoPment pressure, PeoP]e
find that they no longer have access to Places
theg have always usei esPeciallg along the river
corridors. Hope is not lost, however.

All that is needed to imProve the Jefferson
River exPerience is a few good sites that will al-
lowfloaters a clualitg laceto get out and stretch
their legs, have lunc , or stoP and camp. The
Jefferson River Canoe Trail Association is work-
ing to acquire backcountrg camPsites along the
river that are accessible onlg bg water, or if b
land, then onlg bg non-motorized travel. We wisg
to avoid the maintenance Problems and trash
associated with roads and vehicles. Individuals
who take the time for multi-day bacl(countrg
floats generally have a much greater conserva-
tion ethic, an&t’are more likelg to Picl< trash up
than leave it.

All Montana DePartment of Fislﬁ, wildlife

and Parks Fisl'ling Access Sites a]ong the Jef-
ferson River are Presentlg closed to cam ing.
CamPing is allowed onlg within the ordinar

l']igh water mark (as allowed for l:)g the Montana
Stream Access Law), and on tragments of BLM
lands, which are l']igh~|ighted on this map. This
lack of designatecl camPing
areas discourages users
from exPeriencing extended
float trips down the river.
Users are allowed to float
the river and walk or camp
on the grave] bars, but free- |
dom ends at the ordinarg £

l']igh water mark.
The grassg meadows
and cottonwoo groves are

art of the river experience,
with the potential for camp-
ing, hiking, birchatching,
mushroomin or fishin
from the bank, but floaters
have no access to it. Local
Montanans, as well as his-
tory buffs to”owing the Lewis and Clark Trail,
lack the oPPortunitg to tullg exPerience the Jef-
ferson River ecosystem.

Increasing the number of camPsites aiong
the river will Provicle users with greater op-
Portunities for a qualit floating and camPin%
exPerience—without the need to tramme
across Private lands. CamPsites for the Ca-
noe Trall are being chosen such that floaters
will have a half or full ciag float in between
each site. Our organization is working to es-
tablish camPsites on suitable sites on existin
state and federal lands, while Purchasing lan§
or negotiating recreation easements for addi-
tiona camPsites where necessary. Ownershi
of the land or easements will be placed wit
FWP or a nonProﬁt entitg, while tEe full bur-
den of site maintenance and management will
be the res onsibilitg of the Jefferson River
Canoe Trail Association.

It is our hoPe that the Jefferson River
Canoe Trail will lead to greater ublic interest
in sustaining not just the access, but also the
qua]itg of open space along the Jeftferson River.
We seek to work with landowners to secure con-
servation easements along the river in a way that
will protect the natural character of the view-
shed from the river, while helPing to |<eeP tamilg
farms intact and free from development.

PoPulation growtl*i trends in southwest
Montana suggest that now is the time to make
long~term decisions to sustain our traditions of
open space and open access. Either we will Pu”
togetl"ier as a community to do what is necessar.
to sustain a way of life along the Jefferson River
corridor, or we won't.

The Jefferson River Canoe Trail is a signiﬁ'~
cant steP to preserve what we have left and to
guarantee recreational access to 1<eeP future

enerations of Montanans connected with the
%anc{ and its history. We are a grassroots orga-
nization of local volunteers. To join the effort to
make a lasting difference, Please check out our
website or contact us at:

Jefferson River Canoe Trail Association
PO Box 681
Silver Star, MT 59751
www.JeiCtersonRivertorg

Rainstorms can be sudden and frigid, so be prepared for the worst.

Floating the Canoe Trall

Floating and CamPing on the Jefferson

The Jefferson River Canoe Trail retraces b
water an essential seement of the Lewis & darﬁ
National Historic Trail from the three forks of the
Missouri at Headwaters State Park up the Jef-
ferson River to its origin at the forks of the Bi
Hole and Beaverhead Rivers near Twin Bridges.

Most pres-
ent-day travel-
ers wi[? Preter
to follow the
trail in reverse,
ﬂoating down
the Jefferson
River, instead
of towing their
canoes up-
stream. Float-
ers can choose
a fast pace,
Padc”in the
trail in three to
four clags, or
a slower pace,
Paclc”inlg half
clags to exPerience more of the available back-
country camPsites and riverside activities along
the way.

This is a “no-trace” canoe trail. Use the
map to locate a suitable campsite where pub-
lic use is allowed (or camp within the orclinarg
higl'i water mark of the river), then aPPlg ap-~
ProPriate backcountrg etic]uette to leave the
area as nice as you found it.

The Jefferson River Canoce Trail is all
Class I water, suitable for beginning Padc”ers,
excePt during runoff season in the sPrin
of high water years. bBe esPecia”g wary o%
downed trees in the water, called “sweeps”.
The force of the river moving tl'irougl'i the !
branches can trap a person under water |
even with a life jacket on. Each year several
PeoPle die iqoaging on Montana rivers, mostlg
cluring the sPrin runott, so make sure you
scout the river aﬁead of time and know wfi'iat
you are getting into.

Low water in mid- to late-summer may re-
quire extensive clragging of watercraft over shal-
low riffles. Be sure to Plan on longer float times
when the water is low, and some sections may not
be floatable at all ciuring extremelg low flows.

Before you Go
Be PreParecl. Ask questions about current
river conditions, and be sure to caretu”g scout
the Parson’s Bridge Diversion Dam, if you will
be traveling that Part of the river. Conditions

i, 000 N ean monthly
water flaws on you can in the allotted
5,000 the Jeffarsan Riwer time.
niear Twin Bradges And ﬁﬂa”y, Piease
4,000 volunteer  time  or
money to l’]ClP guar-
300 antee the future of the
Jefferson River as a
2000 qualitg Place for all to
erjog. Together we can
1.000 make a difference!
< 0
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During normal years flow levels may be hazardous from late

May through most of June and inadequate by August.

througl"iout the river fluctuate consiclerablg from
year to year.

Wear your life jackets. Montana law requires
that a watercraft must have a suitable flotation
device for every person on board.  Children
under twelve must wear life jackets at all times
when on the water. We recommend that adults
wear life jackets at all times as well; it sets a goocl
exarzlPle) and you won’t get seParatecJ from itin
a sudden accident.

Be prepared for the weather. Montana
is a ]ancrotpextremes, and a Pleasant clag can
quicklg char]zge to severe conditions with scorch-
ing heat or rigid rain or even mid-summer snow
storms. Bring sunblock and layers to Protect
exPosecl skin. Bring warm and y clothes, and
make sure you can i<eeP them drg until you need
them. Bringa qualitg rain Poncl'lo ortarp for wet
weather.

Bring lots of drinking water, and be sure to
drink it. Dehgdration is a concern at any time of
year. You may not feel thirstg when exercising in
coo], clamP weatl*ier, or when P]aying in the wa-
ter in hot drg weather. Under some conditions
you may need to drink 1 1/2 ga”ons or more of
water per person per dag. Remember, if you are
not Peeing, then you are not clrinl<ing enoughl

April or early May,

Bring a first aid kit and a cell Phone, if avail-
able. Pack cell phones and cameras in water-
tight bags attached to the watercraft.

Paci% smart drinks and foods with minimal
Packaging, and be PrePared to haul out any
trash you generate. The Jefferson River is
mostly a clean river, but there is occasional rub-
bish a ong the banks. Please bring a trash bag
and Picl< up anyttiin that has been left behind.

Plan your shuttle in advancej 50 you have a
way of %e‘tting back to

your ve icle, and don’t
take on more than

Soaking at Point of Rocks Hot Springs. Please bring a trash
bag to pick up after yourselves and other people.

®

Princ:iPles of No-Trace CamPing

Leave the land as Lewis and Clark would have found it 200 years ago.

AdaPted from the 7 Leave No Trace Prin-
ciples from the Leave No Trace Center for Out-
door Ethics (wwwilnt.org) .

Please do your Part to leave the Jefferson
River as natural and Pristine as Lewis and Clark
first encountered it 200 years ago. Leave no
trace of your Passingso that other exPlorers can
feel as i\cgtheg are first ones to come this way.

Plan Ahead and Prepare

* Know the reguiations ancf sPecial con-

cerns for each P!ace you visit. Lands aiong the

Jefferson River fall under several different fed-
era]J state, and Privatejurisdictions‘

* PrePare for extréme weati’ierJ i’iazarcis, and
emergencies. Always wear litejackets, and IceeP
in mind that hypothermic situations are Possib]e
atany time ote’n,: e year in Montana.

* Schedule your triP to avoid times of tiigh
use, but make sure there is enougl'i water to float
the river.

*Visit in small groups. SP]it larger Parties into
groups of 4-6 at camPsites.

* RePackage food to minimize waste, and

lease bring a garbage bag to Pick up any trash
Ett behind Y others.

Travel and CamP on Durable Surfaces

* Durable surfaces include established
trails and cam sites, roci(, grave[, dry erasses or
snow—sites that will not be ciamage E use.

* Good camPsites are tound, not made. Al-
tering a site is not necessary.

* Protect riParian areas 139 camPing at least
200 feet from lakes and streams.

In PoPu]ar areas 1) concentrate use on ex-~
isting trails and camPsites, 2) walk sing]e fle in
the middle of the trail, even when wet or mucidg,
3) KeeP camPsites small. Focus activitg in areas
where vegetation is absent.

*In Pristine areas: 1) DisPerse use to prevent
the creation of camPsites and trailsJ Zf Avoid
Places where imPacts arejust beginning.

DisPose of Waste ProPerlg

* Pack it in, Pacic it out. !nsPect our camp-~
site and rest areas for trash or sPii ed tooc&js.
Pack out all trasti, leftover tood, and litter.

* To wash dishes, Please carry water 200
feet away from the river and use small amounts
of biodegraclable soap. Scatter strained dish-
water.

* Use a Portable toilet to Pacic out human
waste, or bur
solid waste in cat
holes dug 6 to 8
inches §ee at
least 200 feet
from water, camp,
and trails. Cover
and clisguise the
cat hole when fin-
ished.

* Pack out toi-
let paper and I’ig—
giene Products or
use natural toilet
paper alternatives
such as leaves or
smooth stones.

Leave What You Find
* Preserve the past: examine, but do not
touch, cultural or historic structures and arti-
facts.
* Leave rocics, Plants and other natural ob-

Jects as you find them. hcgou harvest wild edible

Plants or musi’irooms, do'so sustainab]g, taicing
onlg afewand leaving the rest to ProPagate.

* Avoid introciucing/transPorting non-native
species.

* Do not build structures, i:urnitureJ or dig
trenches.

Minimize CamPﬁre Impacts

* Campfires can cause iasting imPacts to the
backcountrg. Use ali tvtweight stove for cook-
ing and erjog a candleﬁantern for ligl’it.

* Where tires are PermittedJ use established
fire rings, fire pans, or mound ﬁres, and |<eeP fires
small. Onig use sticks from the grouncl that can
be broken bg hand.

*Do not ciisPose of any trash other than pa-

er and cardboard in the iiblre.

* Burn all wood and coals to asi’i, Put out
camPﬁres comPletelg, then scatter cool ashes.

* Dry conditions and sudden high winds
along the Jefferson River can be a dangerous
combination. A small fire can blow up into a
maior wildfire in a matter of minutes. Avoid us-
ing camPﬁ'res in drg conditions, or keep a shovel
and bucket of water handg for an immediate re-
sponse ii:HOU do have a fire.

* KeeP in mind that if you do accicienta”g
start a ﬁ're, you may be requirecl to pay for the
expense of Putting it out!

Look, but don’t touch!

Respect Wildlife

* Control Pets at all times, or leave them at
home.

* Never feed animals. Feeding wildlife dam-
ages their hea[th, alters natural etiaviors, and
exposes them to Preclators and other &angers.

* Protect wildlife and your food bg storing
rations and trash securely.

* Avoid wildlife cluring sensitive times: mating,
nesting, raisinggoung, or winter.

Be Considerate of Other Visitors
* Respect other visitors and protect the
qua]ity of their exPerience along the river. Take
breaks and choose camPsites away from others
to allow them their Privac .
* Let nature’s soungs Prevail. Avoid loud
voices and noises, and leave radios at home.
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Montana’s Stream Access |_aw

Rights and ResPonsibilities of Landowners and Recreationists

Montana’s Stream Access Law was passed
bg the Montana legislature in 1985 after a
landmark  Montana SuPreme Court case
determined that our rivers and streams were
open to Public use up to the orclinarg higi*i water
mark. The Stream Access Law helped to define
the rights and resPonsibilities of landowners and
recreationists. But note that the law does not
aPPlﬂ to lakes or to man-made diversions, such
as ditches.

Recreational Use

While the land under the water may belong
toa Private individual, the Pubiic has a rigi*it to
use it for water-based recreational purposes.
Recreational use includes ﬁshing, huntin
swimming, ﬂoating, boating and other related or
incidental uses, such as camPing when suitable
alternatives are not available. Merelg hikingdown
a riverbed does not constitute recreational use
of the water, and therefore does not fall within
the scope of the law. Similarig, recreational
use of y streambeds isn’t covered bg the law
either. For these activities, or other uses not
clirectlg related to the water, such as ricling all-
terain vehicles, the user must obtain Permission
from the landowner.

The Orclinary High Water Mark

The orclinarg higi*i water mark is the line that

water imPresses on the land by covering it for

sufficient time to cause different characteristics

below the line. This nebulous definition is open
to some interPretation.

Sand and gravel bars, devoid of vegetation
from rePeatecl iqoocling, are clearlg within
the l*iigi%water mark. Farm fields and flood
P]ains next to streams, on the other hand,
are considered to be above the ordinary
l']igh water mark. Other zones between
the gravel bars and farm fields may be more
di{‘g%ult to determine. Willow tnicﬁets, Plus
certain grasses and sedges, often grow
on older gravel bars that remain below the
orclinarg %iglﬁ water mark. Pay attention
to your local rivers and streams to see
how high the water comes up in ordinarg
years, and use your observations to guicle
your 'uclgement on similar waterways
throug out the state.

Access to Rivers and Streams

The Stream Access Law allows
recreationists to use Montana’s rivers and
streams, but does not allow them to trespass
across Private ProPertg to reach those
waterways. Access to our rivers and streams
can be %ound at state Fishing Access Sites,
other state and federal lands (unless regulatecl
otherwise), as well as within state or county road
rignt~ot~wags at bridge crossings. However,
access at some briclges may be restricted for
Public satety, or where the establishment of the

rignt~ot~wa9 did not allow access to the water.

Portaging Around Obstacles
The Stream Access Law allows water users
to go above the orclinarg hig]'l water mark i
necessary to portage around artificial barriers,
but must do so in the least intrusive manner
Possib]e, avoicling clamage to the landowners
property and violation of his or her rigl'lts.

Artificial barriers include any man-made object
in or over the water that tota”g or ettectua”g
obstructs the recreational use of the surface
water. The law does not address Portagin
around natural barriers and does not make sucé
a portage either lega] or i”egaI‘

f a landowner Puts a fence or other
structure across a stream, such as a float-over
cable or a ﬂoat~througl’1 gate, and it does not
interfere with the recreational use of the water,
the Pub]ic does not have the rigl*it to go above
the orclinarg high water mark to portage. In all
cases, recreationists must kee ortages to a
minimum, and should realize that landowners may

lace fences and other barriers across streams
Eor urposes of land or water management or to
establish land ownersl*iiP, i otherwise allowed

by iaw.

Cam ingwithin the Ordinarg High Water Mark

The Stream Access Law allows for overnight
camPing within the ordinar hig]'l water mark on
the states larger rivers, inc?uclin the Jefferson,
but onlg when camPin is consic?erecl necessary
for the en'oyment of the water resource AND 1t
is done out of sight of, or more than 500 garcls
from, any occuPied clwe”ing. An camPing done
within sigl"it of or within 500 yargs (whichever is
less) of an occuPiecl dwe”ing requires landowner
Permission

i you must build a fire, choose a safe
location, and if Possib[e, use a fire pan or an
existing fire ring. Attend to the fire at all times
and be sure it is com lete]g out and reclaimed to
its natural condition before leaving. Remember
that you have no rigl*it to gati*ier firewood above
the orclinarg high water mark.

Montana’s Stream Access Law allows recreationists to use private
lands within the ordinary high water mark of the river. Please use these
lands responsibly.

Hunting

The Stream Access Law allows for waterfow!
tiunting within the ordinar9 hign water mari(,
but does not allow big game hunting, l'iunting
of nongame or PredatorsJ or traPPing of fur-
bearing animais, without landowner Permission.
For waterfowl i’iunting, lceeP saicety in mind at all
times. Do not discharee firearms near clwe”ings
or livestockJ and as[;S Permission to retrieve
game from above the orclinarg nigh water mark.
Permanent duck blinds, boat moorage or other
Permanent obiects are not allowed without
andowner Permission‘ Seasonal blinds and
temporary boat moorages are allowed on larger
rivers like the JeiatersonJ but on19 if required or
erjogment of the water resource, and onlg if

laced out of sight ot, or more than 500 garcls
k o

rom occuPiecJ e”ings.

Liability
The legjslature has limited the situations
in which a inclowner, manager, or tenant may
be liable for injuries to PeoPle using a stream
iqowing through their private property, such that
theg are liable onlg For acts or omissions that
constitute “willful or wanton misconduct.”

Begond the Higl*i Water Mark

Private lands above and begonc{ the
orclinarg iﬁigh water mark may be available to
Public use unless designatecl otherwise by
andowners or managers. Accorclingto Montana
trespass ]egislation, the Public has the Privilege
to enter or remain on Private land bg the exPlicit

ermission of the landowner or manager, OR
Eecause the landowner has chosen not to Post
anotice clenging entry to the land.

Until  recent times, most Montana
landowners have chosen not to Post their land,
and many farmers and ranchers are still glacl
to see resPonsible PeoPle fishin aiong the
bank. KeeP in mind that even where Private
property is not Postecl, it is still goocl Policg
to ask Permission to use it.

Notice clengin% entry must consist of a
written notice or ot notice bg Paintin a post,
structure, or natural object with at least 50
square inches of fluorescent orange Paint. In

the case of a metal fence Post, the entire Post v B

must be painted. This notice must be placed

at each outer gate and at all normal Points of .-'-'- ;

access to the ProPertg and wherever a stream
crosses an outer boundary line.  Where
Permission has been given to enter Postecl
ProPertg, the landowner can revoke it at any
time bg Personal communication. Please do
not Provoke landowners. There are too many
“No TresPassing” signs alreaclg.

Courtesg and ResPect

There was a time when Montanans could
hike, fish, hunt, and camp almost any where
theg wanted, on Public and Private lands
alike. Recreationists resPectecl the land and
landowners were enerallg giacl to see PeoPle
out having a good time engagecl in constructive
activities.

But some incoming landowners, unaware of
Montana’s tradition o% openness, Posted their
lands to i<eeP peo le out. A few recreationists
also abused the anileges of using Private lands.
They cut tences, drove throug]'l astures, and
trasged the land. The result oE this lack of
resPect was that in the span of about twent9~ﬁ've

ears, Montana changecl from being a culture
without boundaries to a culture where nearlg
evergtl']ing is Posted.

To retain our remaining Privi[e%es of using

rivate lands, and to regain the Privi ege of using
rancls that have been crgsecl, recreationists must
demonstrate goocl stewarclsl'liP and courtesg
towards landowners at all times. Pleasel) resPect
the rights of landowners, 2) ask permission
before straging above the high water mar1<, %)
leave all fences intact, 4) control your pets, 5)
leave no trace of your Passing, ané? 6) thank the
landowners for being 50 accommoclating if you
l’laPPCI’I to meet them in person.

By resPecting Private property,
recreationists can earn a mutual resPect, and
magbe one clal?, when the “No TresPassing’ signs
clecag and fall off the fences, landowners may
not be in such a hurrg to Put them back up.
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Winter Recreation

Remedies for Cabin Fever

Winter Hiking and Horseback Ricling

Ever have that feeling like oujust want to
getout and £0 fora l'like,%)ut al?tl'le forest trails
are snowed in for the winter? No need to be
snowed in yourself. Get gourselt and the kids
out of the house and g0 exP!oring.

In mid-winter or earlg sPring, when you
cannot get up in the mountains, there are
still many great niking and horseback ricling
o Portunities in the ro“ing hills closer to the
river. It doesn’t snow as much in the lower
l’li”S, and any snow that falls tends to melt off

uickly.

Check the maps for the hiking and ricling
sgmbo]s that indicate goocl sites to access

ublic lands. Dort exPect develoPecl trails or
trai”*ieacls; these are undeveloPed access Points
to some surPrisingly interesting nooks and
crannies on Public lands.

Winter snows seldom stick for long in the low hills near the river.

It is Part of our mission to continue
enl'iancing trails oPPortunities along the
Jefferson River, u]timately connecting many
recreational sites bg land as well as bg water.
We are esPeciallg interested in co”aboratingwith

rivate landowners to re-open Portions of the
old Chicago-Mi!wau”cee railroad bed for walkin
and biking‘ !tgou are a landowner wi”ingto woré
with our organization, or a person with some
Possible leads, Please contact us tl'irougl'i our
website at: www.Jefferson River.org

—Caution—

Outdoorrecreationis Potentia”g l'iazardous,
and you could be seriou519 irjurecl or killed while
recreating along the Jefferson River. While the
Jefferson River Canoe Trail Association has
strived to include available hazard and saicetg
information on these ma S, the maps do not
cover all Possible l'iazarcEs and cannot rePiace
sound 'uc{gement and good decision~mal<ing
skills. C%nlg you can resPonsib]e for your own
actions and saicetg. The Jefferson River Canoe
Trail Association is not liable for your saicetg.

Also l<eeP in mind that the river course
is continually chan ing, as are the hazarc{s,
land ownersiéii , anf regulations that ap 13 to
Private and public land%. While the JetEarson
River Canoe Trail Association has worked to
accuratelg rePresent the river course, land-
ownershin and regulations, initial errors and
changes over time are Possible and should be
expected. It is the user’s resPonsibility to veriicg
all information tl'irougl'i other sources.



