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What's in a Name?
In 1804 and 1805, at the direction of 

President Thomas Jefferson, explorers 
and co-captains Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark led the Corps of Discovery 
from Saint Louis up the Missouri River on 
an epic journey of discovery to explore 
the newly acquired Louisiana Purchase, 
document its wonders, and search for a 
navigable water route to the Pacific Ocean.

At the Missouri headwaters, Lewis 
and Clark saw the west fork as the most 
navigable route forward and named it the 
Jefferson River to honor the President.

Today, the Jefferson River is part of the 
Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail. It is 
like having a long, skinny national park right 
in our own backyards. 

Our Last Best Chance
Our species has the unfortunate habit 

of destroying what we love. In our effort 
to get close to nature, we discover Eden, 
then bulldoze it to put a house there. 

The Jefferson River is being loved to 
death.  It is easy to imagine that one house 
won't really change anything, but it doesn't 
work that way.  There is always one more 
house. The Jefferson is at risk of becoming 
a rip-rapped channel lined with houses.

The U.S. Census Bureau projects that 
the nation's population will double, triple, 
or quadruple this century.  Where are all 
those people going to go? Now is our last 
best chance to sustain the open space,  
wildlife habitat, and history along the 
Jefferson River for future generations. 

If you are considering new construction 
along the Jefferson River, please use the 
guidelines outlined in this pamphlet to help 
minimize impact and maximize comfort.



Best Choice:  Build in Town
• Be a hero! Build or buy within existing 
towns to minimize sprawl and preserve 
open space along the Jefferson River. 

• Build in town to preserve wildlife habitat 
and the hunting and fishing opportunities 
we all love.  

• Build in town to be close to schools, 
coffee shops, the post office, and more.

• Save money. Rural home sites require 
additional time and money to drive kids 
to school or to run errands in town. Build 
in town to reduce transportation costs, 
potentially saving thousands of dollars a 
year.

Out of Town?  Seek Shelter
• Build above the valley floor where 
nighttime temperatures are warmest.

• Avoid building on top of a hill, which 
ruins the view for everyone else. 

• Hill top homes are vulnerable to Montana's 
frequent winds, which makes the yard 
unlivable and greatly increases the heating bill.

• Snuggle into the foothills for shelter from 
wind, winter cold, and summer mosquitoes.  

• Keep a low profile and choose natural 
colors to blend into the landscape.

• Earth-sheltered houses (covered with 
earth or at least built into the hill) are the 
most efficient and blend in most naturally.

What NOT To Do
• Do not build in the flood plain.

• Do not build anywhere that will require 
ugly rip-rapping along the bank to protect 
the house from the river.

• Avoid building in the mosquito belt along 
the river.

• Avoid fragmenting wildlife habitat in the 
green zone along the river.

• Avoid impacting the viewshed from the 
river.  Montanans don't like McMansions.

• Keep in mind that cold air settles into 
the lowest point, making the valley bottom 
up to 10ºF cooler than the foothills on 
frigid winter nights.


